






Resume – Robert D. Niehaus 

 

Bob Niehaus is a long-time resident of Santa Barbara, having moved 

here from the Maryland suburbs of Washington, DC, in 1979 with his 

wife Margie. They raised their two sons in Santa Barbara, and both 

boys attended local public schools. Married 50 years, Bob and 

Margie are proud and loving grandparents to their five 

grandchildren, who live in Los Angeles. 

Bob was born in Illinois and grew up in Hermann, Missouri, where 

his life-long love of reading and learning was incubated in the 

Hermann public schools and public library. He holds a B.A. in 

government from Oberlin College (1972) and a Ph.D. in economics 

from the University of Maryland (1979). Bob discovered his passion 

for applying the logic of economics to solve real-world problems in his first job as an 

economist in 1972. He has spent his career working in government, the non-profit sector, and 

in business. He and Margie founded Robert D. Niehaus, Inc., an economic and market research 

consulting firm, in Santa Barbara in 1983. Bob continues as managing director and principal 

shareholder of the firm and chairs its board of directors. In the early 1980s he lectured in 

environmental and mathematical economics at UC Santa Barbara. 

Bob has been an active volunteer in the Santa Barbara community since the 1980s. An Eagle 

Scout, he has served as a Cub Scout and Boy Scout leader. He coached AYSO soccer as well as 

basketball at the YMCA, Ben Page Youth Center, and Laguna Blanca School. He served on the 

board of the Housing Authority of the City of Santa Barbara from 2004 to 2009, the last year as 

president of the board. He was active with and on the board of the Santa Barbara Firefighters 

Alliance from 2003 to 2014, again serving as board president. In the 1980s and 1990s Bob 

served multiple terms as a member of the board of trustees of First Congregational Church of 

Santa Barbara.  

Since 2019, Bob has served as a volunteer kindergarten reading mentor at Franklin School; a 

speaker to fifth- and sixth-grade classes at Santa Barbara Charter, Vieja Valley Elementary, and 

Hope Elementary schools on the American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution; and a speaker 

to eighth graders at Goleta Valley Junior High School on the terrorist attacks of 9/11/2001. In 

affiliation with the Santa Barbara Council on Alcoholism and Drug Abuse, he has since 1995 

assisted Margie in mentoring youngsters identified by local public-school nurses as in need of 

particular care. 




